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Our responsorial psalm proclaims: “When the just cry out, the Lord hears them...”
We know the Lord hears them! But, my brothers and sisters do we hear those cries?

Does the spirit open our ears?

Several years ago | was in Jerusalem on Yom HaShoah which is observed today as
the Israeli remembrance of the murder of European Jewry. The wailing of sirens
brings the entire country, all activity, all traffic, all conversation to a standstill. Itisa
solemn moment for Jews but also an occasion of reflection for us Christians. Rather

than silence, however,



of faithful Catholics in Germany, and, | believe, all over the world, have been waiting
and hoping for the Church of Christ to raise its voice to put a stop to this abuse of
Christ’'s name. “ There is no record of a reply to Stein’s letter.

As you know, there are countless anguished cries to hear from that period but
one that struck me in a particular way was from an Hungarian student of theology
who was recorded in a video archive speaking about his chance encounter with a
trainload of deported Jews. He witnessed the violent beating of someone who asked
a guard for water:

“And then | ran away, | was so scared and | was so upset; | never saw anything like
this in my life. I simply ran way.” But he could not run away from what he had seen:
“I see it personally as the greatest tragedy of my life that the Jewish people were
deported all around me and I didn’t do anything.” In recalling the incident, he
blames himself for fleeing and imagines a different response if he witnessed the
scene today: “Maybe | would call out.” “At that time | was immobilized.” “ | was
utterly unprepared.” “I wish I could live my life [over]. Today perhaps | would be
ready.” So many Christians at that time were unprepared to deal with the violence
against the Jews.

Others were ready, however, and the exhibit in the library at the School of
Theology and Ministry reminds us of the extraordinary Israeli program that aims to
recognize those who risked or lost their lives trying to save Jewish life during the

period of the Holocaust. There are twenty









