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Father Leahy will visit with the NEASC commission in November and a final report from 

CIHE/NEASC will be sent to the university later this semester. BC will likely be required to submit 

an interim report in 5 years per usual. 

 

5. Faculty Handbook Subcommittee 

 

The online faculty handbook has been updated over time to address new issues that have emerged. 

Some recent topics being contemplated involve paternity leaves and part-time faculty titles. Billy 

Soo noted that reviewing all of the information around potential faculty handbook updates will be 

time-consuming and proposed that a subcommittee be formed to meet with him in order to review 

and discuss potential revisions and additions. The goal would be to review information and 

materials in order to generate a reasonably short list of recommendations/ revisions that would 

need to be vetted by the Deans and the PAC. If these revisions seem appropriate and are approved, 

then we would update the faculty handbook online. David Quigley noted that this issue came up 

several years ago during a conversation on the PAC’s involvement in revising the faculty 

handbook. David asked whether we should form a 2017-18 ad hoc committee to do this work or 

whether it should be done on a case-by-case basis. 

 

One PAC member responded that low volunteer turnout was the reason this process didn’t take 

place through a subcommittee in years past. Another PAC member asked who was responsible for 

approving these policies. Billy responded that the idea is to have a subcommittee narrow the 

choices down to a reasonable set for the Deans and PAC to select and review. 

 

One PAC member asked about the time commitment for the subcommittee. Billy thinks meeting 

once per month might be sufficient, but that with multiple revisions coming down the pipeline, 

things might be busier at the beginning.  

 

Another member asked whether BC had well-defined titles for part-time faculty and Billy 

responded that this is one of the issues we are looking into. One PAC member encouraged the 

council to reach out to those engaged in these issues both on campus and in the greater Boston 

community.  

 

6. Provost’s Report  

 

David Quigley asked the PAC to consider BC’s responsibility in supporting students on campus 

and responding to recent national and international tragedies and natural disasters. Fundraisers and 

a Mass are being held to support students and the greater BC community who were affected by the 

hurricanes. Faculty are encouraged reach out and support students who have been impacted.  

 

A PAC member said we need to look ahead and plan for a likely increase in financial need for 

students from impacted areas. Nanci Tessier responded that the Financial Aid office can work to 

assist these students, and that our commitment to meet full financial need persists throughout the 

student’s undergraduate enrollment.  
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John Rakestraw said that the Center for Teaching Excellence is exploring ideas in terms of teaching 

junior faculty how to teach in the current climate.  

 

A PAC member raised the question of what to do if emergency situations arise on campus. How 

do we train our faculty to be more knowledgeable and prepared in the event that this happens? 

David Quigley responded that there will be a presentation later in the semester to address 

emergency situation preparedness with the faculty.  

 

Finally, David Quigley invited the PAC and faculty to presentations being held on November 3rd 

that will discuss the launch of the Institute for Integrated Science and Society.  


