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PSP Weekend Offers Glance at Class of 2016

By Andrew Skaras, A&S ’15

 This year’s Presidential 
Scholar’s Weekend brought 64 

gifted high school seniors to 
Boston College for five days in the 
first weekend of February. Hailing 
from 29 different states and two 

foreign countries, these prospective 
scholars were selected from a pool 
of 6,580 Early Action applicants. 
In stark contrast to the mess that 
the snowstorms caused during last 
year’s weekend, everyone arrived 
in a timely fashion on Wednesday 
afternoon and evening. 
 The weather was 
unseasonably warm on Wednesday 
when the scholars arrived on 
campus. Those who arrived early 
were given a tour of the campus 
by several current Scholars before 
being briefed about the upcoming 
weekend. Joined by several 
members of the Admissions staff, 
including Director of Admissions 
John Mahoney, the current 
Scholars serving as hosts met the 
prospective Scholars over a casual 

The winning trivia team with current Scholar, Stephen Buell, A&S’15.

Reunion cont. from page 1
Immediately	following	

the	reception	came	a	formal	
dinner	hosted	on	Boston	College’s	
Brighton	Campus,	with	more	than	
fifty	alumni	and	their	spouses/
partners	in	attendance.	A	variety	of	
classes	were	represented,	including	
an	alumnus	from	1996,	the	second	
graduating	class	of	the	PSP.	
Alumni	thoroughly	enjoyed	the	
dinner,	as	it	was	an	opportunity	for	
folks	to	catch	up	with	one	another	
and	reminisce	about	their	time	at	
Boston	College	and	in	the	PSP.	Dr.	
Sardella,	the	founding	director	of	
the	PSP,	and	his	wife,	Marjorie,	
were	thrilled	to	see	familiar	faces	
of	former	Scholars	at	the	reception,	
the	dinner,	and	the	lunch	the	next	
day.
	 The	next	morning,	a	
handful	of	PSP	alumni	attended	a	
“Conversation	with	Fr.	Leahy,”	a	

unique	opportunity	to	personally	
address	their	concerns	to	the	
University’s	president.	Fr.	Leahy	
spoke	about	the	current	state	of	
Boston	College,	as	well	as	plans	
for	the	future.
	 From	the	perspective	of	the	
current	Scholars,	the	highlight	of	
the	weekend	came	during	a	casual	
luncheon,	which	immediately	
followed	the	morning	conversation	
and	served	to	cap	off	the	reunion.	
It	was	a	remarkable	opportunity	
for	current	Scholars	to	sit	and	chat	
with	the	PSP	alumni,	many	of	
whom	were	none-too-far	removed	
from	their	time	on	the	Heights.
	 The	luncheon	was	
structured	so	that	current	Scholars	
could	network	and	connect	with	
PSP	alumni	in	relation	to	their	
career	field.	Scholars	and	alumni	
were	broken	up	into	tables	
representing	different	career	fields	
(law,	business,	media,	education,	

grad.	school,	etc.),	where	they	
talked	about	a	variety	of	issues	
concerning	each	field.	Ryan	
Polischuk,	A&S’15,	noted	that	
he	“was	struck	by	the	remarkable	
accessibility	of	the	PSP	alumni.”	
In	speaking	with	a	PSP	alumnus,	
Ryan	said,	“our	conversation	
quickly	turned	from	the	particulars	
of	and	opportunities	in	a	field	to	
one	of	interests	matching	career	
choice,	work-life	balance,	and	
personal	vision.”	
	 The	PSP	alumni	reunion	
was	a	wonderful	opportunity	for	
alumni	to	reconnect	with	their	
former	classmates,	the	current	
Scholars	and	the	program.	The	PSP	
looks	forward	to	providing	more	
opportunities	for	reconnections	and	
networking	in	the	coming	years	
and	truly	value	the	time	and	efforts	
that	so	many	alumni	have	invested	
in	keeping	these	connections	
strong.	
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make	their	own	governmental	
decisions	was	the	most	important	
foundation	for	a	successful	
country.		Others	saw	opportunity	
in	foreign	investment,	showing	us	
PowerPoint presentations of the 
improving trends of the Nicaraguan 
economy.  Many believed that 
human development and achieving 
basic human rights were keys to 
the prosperity of the people of the 
nation as a whole, and walked us 
through their lives’ journeys of 

volunteer work, demonstrations, 
and research projects.  Some of 
these views were very different 
from one another, but all reflected a 
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Alumni Announcements

Emily Cersonsky, PSP ’07, will marry Erik 
Hayman, BC ‘07, in June 2012.

Allison (Foley) Shenk, PSP ’03, is a volunteer 
for the Foundation for Prader-Willi Research, 
and maintains a blog about her 3 boys, one 
of whom has Prader-Willi Syndrome: www.
divingintothewaves.com. 

Emily Gruber, PSP ’07, will marry Sean Keck, 
BC ‘07, in August 2012. 

Rebecca Kraus, PSP ’07, will marry Jarret Izzo, 
BC ‘07, in August 2012.

Ana Mascagni, PSP ’10, is engaged to John 
Archibald and will be getting married in 2013.

Kelly McCartney, PSP ’11, will be joining the 
2011-2012 Teach for America corps in Chicago 
next year. 

Kevin Meme, PSP ’03, and his wife, Erica, 
welcomed their first child, Jonathan Robert 
Meme, on February 1st, 2012.
Kevin was accepted to the Wharton School at 
the University of Pennsylvania, where he will 
begin MBA studies this fall.

Patricia Noonan, PSP ’07, just finished up a 
production of 
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