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Center News & Notes

»» Center receives grant
»» The Center is pleased to announce that it has received a grant in excess of $15,000 from a private foundation to support the 
operations of partner project the Martín-Baró Fund for Mental Health and Human Rights, and to support grant(s) to the Kelsey 
Rennebohm Fellowship for student summer research!

»» Summer research grants
»» The Center is offering summer research grants to BC undergraduate and graduate students once again this summer!  Application 
deadline March 4.  More details and how to apply on the Center’s website: https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/centers/chrij/academics/
summergrants.html. Thanks to the above grant, the Center anticipates being able to award multiple Rennebohm Fellowships this 
summer! Details at tinyurl.com/RennebohmFellow.

»» Summer internships
»» Are you a BC undergrad who would like to intern with the Center this summer and the 2020-21 academic year?  If so, apply by 
February 20!  Details and how to apply on the Center’s website here: https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/centers/chrij/about/opportunities.html

Migratory Tour of Love and Memory
On October 29, the Center hosted a performance of the “Migratory 
Tour for Love and Memory” by Fernando López and Gabriela Álvarez 
Castañeda as part of an East Coast tour of the duo. Featuring López on 
the guitar and on vocals, and Álvarez Castañeda giving an interpretive 
dance performance, the audience was treated to a tribute to those who 
defend and exercise their right to migrate in search of a better life and 
join the efforts of this legitimate struggle for justice, memory, and love. 
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On November 21, 2019, the Center along with partner project 
the Ignacio Martín-Baró Fund (MBF, or “the Fund”) for Men-
tal Health and Human Rights, co-hosted the 30th anniversary 
commemoration of the assassination of the martyrs of El Sal-
vador. The event featured testimonies from Joan Liem, mem-
ber of the Fund and Professor Emerita of Psychology at UMass 
Boston; Massachusetts 2nd District Congressman Jim McGov-
ern; Walberto Tejeda, a representative from Centro Bartolomé 
de las Casas in El Salvador; a video greeting from Carlos Mar-
tín-Baró, brother of Ignacio Martín-Baró, SJ; Boston College 
Lynch School Professor of Community-Cultural Psychology, 
Center co-director co-founder of the MBF, M. Brinton Lykes; 
Chung-Wha Hong, Executive Director of Grassroots Interna-
tional; and Professor Catherine M. Mooney, BC School of Theol-
ogy and Ministry and longtime member of the MBF committee.
 
At 30 years, the Fund has raised over one million dollars in 
funding for grassroots projects around the world that engage in 
work that mirrors and carries on the legacy of the organization’s 
namesake. Words from Ignacio’s, or “Nacho’s,” brother describ-
ing the Fund sum up the general theme of the anniversary com-
memoration event quite well. He said that the work of the Fund 
is serving to represent “la voz de Nacho adelante” or “the voice 
of Nacho moving forward.” This sentiment was brought forth by 
Congressman McGovern as well in his reflection of his time in 
El Salvador and the difficulty he has faced in coming to terms 
with the US involvement in the violence, both historically and 
today, through his advocacy work as a government official and 
in representing the voices of the people of the US. Despite the 
pervasive indications that history may be repeating itself through 
the US’ oppressive immigration policies towards Central Amer-
ican migrants or its violent war on drugs, he noted that those 
who support the MBF have served – and must continue to serve 
– as a reminder to the Salvadoran people, and to survivors of 
mass atrocities everywhere, that there is still hope in this world.
 

The 30th anniversary event featured accolades of Nacho’s personal 
qualities, professional accomplishments, and philosophies from 
his friends and colleagues all while highlighting the Fund’s sus-
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Falla shares insights at BC (continued from page 1)

In a collaboration with the 
PULSE program, the Center 
hosted an immigration work-
shop on October 28th, aimed 
at students participating in ser-
vice with immigrant commu-
nities. The workshop served to 
offer students a general back-
ground on the immigration 
situation in the United States, 
provide narratives to reveal the 
nuanced experiences of immi-
grants from different identities, 
sexualities, and legal statuses, 
describe the history of immi-
gration restriction in the US, 
and finish with information 
and opportunities surrounding 
advocacy networks and actions 
occurring in Massachusetts. 

Heather Friedman, the Supervising Attorney for the Center, be-
gan the workshop with an in-depth explanation of the legal ap-
paratuses that implement immigration legislation in the United 
States. The path to legal immigration differs largely depending on 
one’s country of origin, their employment status, and whether or 
not one has family in the US. Having family in the US, however, 
does not guarantee a shorter immigration journey as countries 
with higher interest of movement have wait times upwards of a 
decade. Friedman examined the apparent recent upsurge of attacks 
on the legal status of asylum seekers and refugees occurring be-
neath the Trump administration. An increase in restrictions of the 
numbers of asylum seekers and refugees being admitted into the 
country have been implemented through agreements with coun-

Center hosts workshop as introduction to US immigration issues

tries over migration policies, general limits on immigration flows 
into the US, and the family separation “zero tolerance policy.” 

The event included two concurrent activities, one being a video 
screening of testimonies from immigrants to the United States 
in which they reflected on their experiences, the other being 
an in-depth review of US immigration history led by BC Lynch 
School Professor Andrés Castro-Samayoa. The video reflected the 
unique experiences of immigrants, with the testimonies includ-
ing video footage from a DACAmented teenager fearful of her 
future legal status due to the uncertain future of the DACA pro-
gram, to the story of a woman whose child was separated from 
her at the border. Castro-Samayoa led the other activity through 
presenting a timeline of historic immigration restriction in 
the United States, beginning with the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882 to current day policies. The timeline revealed the rather 
consistent restrictive and racist nature of US immigration poli-
cy that has led to the current power structures in the US today.

The event finished with a presentation by Joel Rivera, a commu-
nity organizer at the Massachusetts Immigration and Refugee 
Advocacy Coalition (MIRA). Rivera discussed his work at MIRA 
and their current advocacy campaigns, including fighting the 
proposed “public charge” rule which would allow the US gov-
ernment to block people who might need public benefits from 
immigrating legally, and advocating for the availability of in-
state tuition to green card holders and DACAmented students.  Prof. Andrés Castro-Samayoa presents US immigration history

Attorney Heather Friedman addresses a group
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Summer Research Grant Reports
Brief summaries of research findings from our 2019 summer research grantees. Our Summer 
2020 application deadline is March 4.

Javier Reyes Martínez, PhD candidate, School of Social Work
“Social, Economic and Cultural Rights n a Context of Violence and Poverty: a Case Study of Artists in Acapulco”

Reyes sought to analyze the attainment of social, economic, and cultural rights among vulnerable 
populations in communities that find themselves at the nexus of extreme structural and physical vio-
lence and economic impoverishment. The project focused specifically on the experience of artisans in 
Acapulco, Mexico, which is considered one of the most violent places in the world. Through conduct-
ing eight interviews with individuals working within artistic and cultural disciplines, Reyes investigated 
questions of economic, social, and cultural rights as well as personal experiences of violence. Many of 
the individuals interviewed lacked “formal” employment aside from their artistic trade and indicated an 
inability to obtain basic resources due to the per diem financial nature of being an artist, bureaucratic 
payment processes, and maltreatment from employers. Reyes found that it was necessary to supple-
ment artistry with a more traditional job in order to assure basic survival for the individual and their 
family; only those with a “traditional” job are covered by Mexico’s Social Security, health insurance, 
and housing plans. While many artisans reported flexible schedules and the ability to enjoy cultural 
activities, they also indicated a greater need for professionalization of the field – including more formal education, better working 
conditions, and quality payment and protection measures. While a few individuals endured experiences of discrimination or physi-
cal violence, many cited structural victimization as a reason for their impoverishment and the waning interest in art amidst times 
of economic and political turmoil as their pressing issues. Reyes’ conclusion asserts that to be an artist (without supplemental 
“formal” employment) in Acapulco, means to live in vulnerable socioeconomic conditions, with this position of precariousness 
being produced and perpetuated by poor economic conditions and the failure of government on state and local levels to ensure 
formal and fair work conditions. The preliminary results of this study were submitted, accepted, and presented at the III Forum on 
Cultural Policies, “Cultural and Artistic Rights in the Context of the Political Transformations,” organized by the Observatory of Art 
and Culture (OAC) and held on November 14 and 15, 2019, in Mexico City.

Justin Schnebelen, MCAS ‘22, English and Communications
Revelation Days: Stories of Suffering, Resiliency, and the Demands of Justice

Schnebelen’s research focuses on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, or the “Rez,” which has been 
home to the Oglala Lakóta since they were forcibly removed from their native lands. He strives to tell 
the stories of this community who have been deprived of their voice and ancestral lands as a result of 
the genocide committed against native peoples by the creation and expansion of the United States. He 
begins by discussing the multiple facets of oppression faced by those on the reservation, the physical 
manifestations being found in in the low life expectancy for Pine Ridge’s 40,000 tribal members as 
well as the lack of working electricity and running water. The Oglala Lakóta County also has the low-
est per capita income of any county in the United States at $8,768. The Lakóta understand one of the 
only routes to a modest living means working for the government, most often the military, or the other 
option is to abandon the reservation to work in border towns. Through his research, where he spent 
time at the Rez working with a man from the Oglala Housing Development, Schnebelen found that ap-
proximately 85% of families experience alcoholism on the reservation, and one in four children are born 
with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. The implications of this are devastating, with about 8 in 10 people experiencing substance abuse or 
violence in the home.  In a poignant phrase, he points to these generations of oppression as “the scar tissue of ‘Manifest Destiny’.” 
Schnebelen’s research leads him to insist that the reality of life on Pine Ridge must evoke a reckoning and that we, as a nation, must 
answer to our history by redressing our wrongs and using a restorative approach to justice.
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Ellen Gutowski, PhD candidate, Counseling Psychology, Lynch School of Education & Human Development 
“Coercive Control in the Courtroom: Litigation abuse and its consequences”

Gutowski observed that many survivors of interpersonal violence (IPV) who have separated from their 
abusers are usually involved with the court system – regarding divorce proceedings or questions relat-
ed to custody of the children, shared finances, etc. – and are often met with long-lasting distress from 
such involvement. In this study, Gutowski aims to examine the ways in which violence is perpetuated 
among survivors of interpersonal violence via, what she calls, litigation abuse: the process by which 
abusers continue their violence through utilizing the court system as a means of coercive control. To 
provide relevant and impactful counseling and policy intervention targeting this particular continua-
tion of violence, Gutowski established the need for a large-scale quantitative measure of such abuse. 
Her overall goals of the investigation are threefold: first, create a clear measure of litigation abuse that 
highlights the true consequences of the issue; second, investigate the relationship between litigation 
abuse and mental health outcomes; and third, determine whether or not distress-inducing outcomes 
from legal decision-makers moderate the relationship between litigation abuse and mental health. In 
order to effectively measure litigation abuse, Gutowski engaged in initial item-generation processes, 
administered a survey, and conducted factor analyses to refine the items and establish the measure’s psychometric properties. She 
did so through conducting interviews with the study population (female, family court-involved, survivors of IPV). She subsequently 
conducted structural equation modeling to investigate the correlation between this form of abuse and adverse mental health out-
comes. While the data collection is still underway, Gutowski anticipates the findings will demonstrate that litigation abuse is associ-
ated with mental health difficulties of PTSD and depressive symptomology for survivors. She also believes the data will indicate that 
judicial responses impact the relationship between litigation abuse and mental health concerns. The ultimate goal is to enhance 
awareness surrounding litigation abuse as a form of violence that is often unaccounted for but can have devastating consequences 
for families seeking protection from harm.

Zoe Fanning, International Studies, MCAS ‘20
“Armed Conflict and Civilian Health”

Fanning traveled to Geneva, Switzerland for one month during the summer to conduct her interdis-
ciplinary research project, which aimed to explore the intersection of civilians’ health and human 
rights during times of conflict and explain the variation in responses among different actors within 
the international community. She compiled the views of officials and experts on the impacts of con-
flict on health outcomes, the role of the international community in responding to health needs dur-
ing conflict, and the effectiveness of such work. Fanning conducted interviews with 27 people from 
internationally-focused organizations and academic institutions, including employees at the United 
Nations. Her interviews were composed of questions about the impacts of conflict on civilians, the 
factors that affect an organization’s response to a health crisis, suggestions for further case studies 
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Fighting Back Against Family Separation at the Border

On October 8th, 2019, the Center hosted Emma Winger, staff 
attorney with the American Immigration Council, fon
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The Work of the New York City Human Rights Commission

On September 26th, the Center hosted Brittny Saunders, the Dep-
uty Commissioner for Strategic Initiatives at the New York City 
Human Rights Commission and former Interim Counsel for May-
or Bill de Blasio, for a luncheon presentation entitled “The Work of 
the New York City Human Rights 
Commission.” Saunders is also 
the inaugural Senior Fellow in 
residence with the Rappaport 
Center for Law and Public Policy 
at Boston College Law School. 

The discussion centered around 
the Human Rights Commis-
sion’s work in New York City, 
which ranges from looking at 
the relationship between human 
rights and culture to theorizing 
how governments can contribute 
effectively to promoting recon-
ciliation and peacebuilding in di-
vided societies. The Commission 
is also responsible for enforcing 
New York City’s human rights 
law, which applies in the areas 
of employment, housing, public 
accommodations, discrimina-
tory harassment, and bias-based 
profiling by law enforcement.

Saunders’ role in the Human 
Rights Commission is in the poli-
cy unit, which was created to help facilitate partnerships with other 
city agencies, to review legislation coming out of city council, and 
to promulgate rules and legal enforcement guidance to help New 
Yorkers know how they interpret the city’s human rights law. The 
goal of her work is to ensure that residents of New York are made 
aware of the protections that they have under human rights law.

In 2018, the Commission partnered with the street artist Tatya-
na Fazlalizadeh to produce murals across the city designed to 
elevate New Yorkers’ concerns about gender-based street harass-
ment and anti-black racism. Through this partnership, the Com-
mission was not only able to bring more awareness the existence 
of such discrimination, but also to spread its values of dignity, 
inclusion, and respect beyond its specific areas of jurisdiction. 

Saunders also explored the question of how international human 
rights law relates to national immigration and deportation poli-
cies. She highlighted two of the Commission’s recent actions to 
address this issue, one of which being a set of legal enforcement 

guides about discrimination on 
the basis of immigration sta-
tus at the city level. Under the 
Commission’s interpretation, it 
is unlawful in New York City to 
harass individuals due to their 
immigration status. Moreover, 
the Commission compiled state-
ments made by city human 
rights officials condemning con-
ditions in which people were de-
tained at the US-Mexico border.

Saunders continued by discuss-
ing the following question: “in a 
world that is so deeply aware of 
cultural differences, is it still pos-
sible to affirm that human rights 
are truly universal, moral stan-
dards?” Saunders stated that the 
Commission often reflects on 
creating a balance between work-
ing to make sure that they are en-
forcing specific elements of local 
human rights law and affirming 
and voicing the values behind 
human rights law. Saunders dis-

cussed how the Commission has created public facing campaigns 
to be attentive to the specific local cultures present in New York City. 
Through consultations with partners in communities of many dif-
ferent backgrounds as well as building a staff that is reflective of the 
diversity in the city, the Commission has worked to be representative.

In her presentation, Saunders highlighted the initiatives, policies, 
and programs that the New York City Human Rights Commis-
sion has introduced that are intended to spread awareness of the 
Commission’s values and efforts and to acknowledge the specific 
concerns of the diverse communities that compose New York City. 



11 www.bc.edu/humanrights

Center for Human Rights and International Justice | Winter 2019-20



www.bc.edu/humanrights12 

Center for Human Rights and International Justice | Winter 2019-20

The Center hosted two international Visiting Scholars on campus this past year, who were able to use the Center and BC resources 
to advance their research in collaborative fashion.  Here they share their advances made during the year and reflect on their stays:

Two Center Visiting Scholars reflect on their recent stays at BC
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On September 12, the Center hosted an event to report back on a 
trip three of its representatives made to the US-Mexico border in El 
Paso, Texas in May, and to highlight ways in which people in the Bos-
ton area can respond locally to advocate for immigrants’ wellbeing.

Center co-director and Lynch School Professor of Community Psychology 
Brinton Lykes, Lynch School Professor of Education Raquel Muñiz, and 
Center Assistant Director Timothy Karcz presented in an effort to bring the 
experiences of their trip back to campus.  The trio traveled to El Paso to take 
part in the Encuentro Project, an inter-congregational, collaborative project 
that includes the Jesuits, the Marist Brothers, the Sisters of San Francisco 
of the Holy Family, lay people, and the Instituto Fronterizo Esperanza (Hope Border Institute). A recap of 
the trip was previously reported in the Center’s summer 2019 newsletter (at tinyurl.com/CHRIJ2019). 

After the recap, which contextualized these arrivals at the border historically, the attendees formed 
breakout groups to discuss current issues affecting immigrants in Massachusetts.  Each group 
was assigned a topic, including cooperation agreements between local police and ICE Massachu-
setts, availability of in-state tuition to undocumented students in Mass., and proposed changes 
in so called Public Charge rules, which could potentially block many immigrants from immigrat-
ing legally to the US based on income and/or health factors. The groups then reported out to what 
they had learned and how they proposed attendees could advocate around those issues. There was 
much interest and energy in the full room to advocate for immigrant rights on the issues high-
lighted in this time when many of those rights are under attack in the US by the government.

She patiently led me into the latest cases she was working on and 
shed light on the role discretionary powers play in the US immigra-
tion system. This experience allowed me to outline the different set 
of regulatory styles provided in US immigration law, and to better 
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