
FPJ Minor: Courses Being Offered in the Spring of 2025

AADS – African and African Diaspora Studies

AADS1110 Introduction to African Diaspora Studies
(T Th 10:30 AM - 11:45 AM)
A survey of the African continent and the Diaspora that would include geography, history,
politics, economics and literature. The purpose of the course is to introduce students to specific
historical, cultural, social and political topics related to Africa and the African Diaspora. Because
the scope of the course is so vast, we will explore important issues and themes to give students a
desire to further pursue more specific classes in African and African Diaspora Studies. Boston
College faculty members will be invited to lecture in their area of expertise specific to Africa and
the Diaspora throughout the semester.

AADS1114 When Gods Begin Again: Intro to African and African Diaspora Religions
(M W 03:00 PM - 04:15 PM)
This course will focus on indigenous traditions of Africa, like those of the Akan, Yoruba,
Ndebele, and Fon, as well as related traditions of the Americas like Candomble, Lukumi, and
Haitian Vodou with attention to the movement of these traditions through the slave trade and,
more



political and social climates surrounding these artistic ventures. The conclusive expectation of
this class is that students understand the significant impact of music on a global scale and be
mindful that it is a powerful tool that can be utilized to educate, inspire, create awareness and
unite humanity.

AADS2455 Identity, Culture, and Conflict Resolution Practices in Africa
(T Th 03:00 PM - 04:15 PM)
The course introduces conflict resolution practices in Africa. It examines the causes of conflicts,
the types of disputes, the political economy, the actors, and their relationships to identity and
cultural differences. It explores conceptions of identity and cultural differences in Africa,
traditional approaches to conflict resolution and modern peace management and resolution
techniques, transitional justice, and post-conflict reconstruction. It examines several theories of
peace and conflict and case studies from all regions of Africa to develop original insights for the
students.Ultimately, students not only understand the causes of conflict and conflict resolution
approaches in Africa are not homogenous to all countries but should also explain the conflicts in
their way.

AADS2465 Africa in International Politics
(T Th 12:00 PM - 01:15 PM)
This course is an introduction to the international relations of post-colonial Africa. It includes the
global politics of pre-colonial Africa, the dynamics of colonialism, and the international relations
of de-colonization as background topics. Moreover, the course will examine the politics of
post-independence international alignments, the external causes and effects of authoritarian rule,
and Africa's role in the global political economy. It concludes by reviewing pressing issues, such
as state failure, the "war on terror", China's growing economic and political footprint, and
African multilateralism. Students will understand the patterns of international relations in
post-colonial Africa and explain and critically weigh available evidence using a range of theories
to build their original insights.

AADS3310 Studies of Race, Law, and Resistance
(W 06:00 PM - 08:25 PM)
This course will examine and analyze protest movements for racial and economic justice from
1896 to 1968 and how these struggles contributed to sweeping reforms in U.S. law and public
policy during and beyond this period. This course will examine violence and other resistance,
focusing on the legal and extra-legal strategies by disadvantaged ethnic minorities challenging de
jure and de facto discrimination based on race, color, national origin, and/or ancestry. This course
will be of special interest to students interested in social justice and those considering
post-graduate legal studies.



AADS4400 Racialized Medicine
(M W 10:30 AM - 11:45 AM)
This course is designed to introduce students to sociological and other interdisciplinary
approaches to how race and racism are defined, employed, and contextualized in health and
medicine. Though we will cover an array of theoretical perspectives regarding race and its
impact on health, the core theoretical underpinnings of this course are rooted in the racialization
process. The contemporary readings address four themes: theoretical and methodological
perspectives of race, racism, and health, social processes and the racialization of health, health
inequities across the life course, and institutional pursuits of health equity. We examine the
importance of intersecting identities throughout the course.

APSY – Counseling, Developmental, and Educational Psychology

APSY1031 Family, School, and Society
(many dates & times)
This is one of two foundational courses APSY1030-APSY1031 that introduce students to the
multiple dimensions of child development, and the place of education in promoting healthy
development for all children. This course considers the social and cultural contexts that shape
developmental and educational processes. Focuses on understanding the nature of contemporary
social problems including racism, sexism, ethnic prejudice, poverty, and violence, as they affect
children, families, and schooling. Emphasizes the special role of education in linking community
resources for an integrated approach to serving children and families.

APSY2243 Social Oppression and Transformation
(M 04:30 PM - 06:50 PM & M W 09:00 AM - 10:15 AM)
This course engages the topic of social oppression and transformation from social and
psychological perspectives. Using research, scholarship, and creative work from psychology,
education, sociology, history, and popular culture, students will explore institutional, ideological,
interpersonal, and individual aspects of oppression across four social locations--social class,
gender, race, and sexual orientation. For each location, students will start with their own stories
of privilege and oppression; move to an empathic engagement with the stories of others; broaden
to understand the way that structural dynamics shape those stories; and finally, dive into specific
social issues, including family poverty, violence against women, mass incarceration, and
LGBTQ homelessness. Throughout the course, students will have the opportunity to study and
reflect on change and transformation, including ways in which to incorporate learning from this
course into personal and professional lives.

APSY2295 Spirituality, Religion, and College Student Experience
(W 01:30 PM - 04:00 PM)
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upper-level, undergraduate course explores the historic, developmental, sociological, and
philosophical dimensions of the college student experience at the intersection of faith life,
spirituality, and academic culture. This course approaches themes and readings from an
ecumenical and interreligious set of perspectives. Students will engage several major texts as
well as articles from scholarly journals and narratives from institutional models that attempt to
integrate faith life and spirituality into the prevailing academic and student development culture.

APSY3248 Psychology of Gender
(M





substantially altered the global economic landscape? Through this course, students will utilize an
interdisciplinary approach to understanding important legal, business, and economic issues they
will soon be called to address as leaders, policymakers, businesspersons, and citizens. Over the
course of the semester, students will work to create politically and economically viable solutions
to many of the most critical legal, economic, and policy issues facing our nation and world.

BSLW3345 Managing for Social Impact











create just conditions for citizenship and humanity. The materials we analyze will include
examples from film, television, music, literature, theater, comics, photography, advertising,
among others. Each unit will be organized around a







educated. In this way, you will be invited to join one of the oldest and richest dialogues, the
educational

FORM1051 Reimagining School and Society
(several dates & times)
Schooling as we understand it dates to the early nineteenth century, born of and contributing to a
period of rapid social change marked by the spread of literacy, the rise of the nation state, and the
advent of industrialization. Schooling remains one of the most powerful educational tools ever
invented, but how well does it equip us to confront the educational task of today? How will
education, in and out of school, need to evolve in light of new technologies and media ecologies,
global interconnectedness, health crises, mass migrations, surges of xenophobia, entrenched
inequality, climate emergency, and the new "post-truth" political condition?

FORM2253 Preparing the Whole Person for Global Citizenship
(M W 03:00 PM - 04:15 PM)
What forms of civic education are needed in our politically volatile, globally interdependent
world? Can civics expand beyond transmission of information and competencies to become
transformation of the whole person? What dispositions are needed in civic life? Can the very
idea of citizenship expand beyond the nation state to encompass the possibilities and
responsibilities of global citizenship? Drawing on the traditions of civic, intercultural, and peace
education and on case studies of holistic,internationally minded education from diverse cultural
and geo-political contexts we will explore: the dynamics of identity, attachment, and xenophobia;
the concepts of nationalism, patriotism, cosmopolitanism,







Fulfills the LAMA requirement for History Majors and Minors.
The history of Christianity in China from the seventh century to the present. We will explore the
earliest evidence of Christianity in China, the Franciscan missions to the Mongols, the arrival of
the Jesuits, the Chinese rites controversy, the persecution of Christianity, the rise of Protestant
missions, and the explosive growth of Christianity in China today. We will also explore issues of
church-state conflict, religious debate and conversion, and the complex interplay between
foreign missions and Chinese developments. We end with a discussion of the current surveillance
and control of Christianity in China.
Prerequisite: History core I or II, or its equivalent in AP credits.

INTL – International Studies

INTL2230 Geographies of Nature and the Environment
(T Th 01:30 PM - 02:45 PM)
The study of the environment is urgently important in an era of global climatic change.
Geography and other social sciences have long offered critical ways to understand the entangled
relationship of humans and their physical environment. This course is an introduction to the
many ways to think critically about this relationship, drawing from a robust body of scholarly
debate. The course will engage with many topics that explore the significance of the environment
in relation to human societies: we will look at the construction of nature as a foundational idea in
human cultures, the intersection of economies and ecologies, the histories and legacies of
colonial environments, political ecology and conflicts over resources, the shaping of the
non-human animal, the science and politics of climate change, and engage with critical questions
of environmental justice in an ever changing and globalized world. We will not focus on any one
region, instead opting for a global survey of cases that will allow us to critically interrogate the
meaning of nature and the environment in relation to human societies past, present, and future.

INTL2305 The U.S. Foreign Service Around the World
(T Th 04:30 PM - 05:45 PM)
The U.S. Foreign Service carries out the foreign policy of the United States in embassies and
consulates in over 165 countries around the world. In this course, students will learn about the
various roles and functions of U.S. diplomats and gain a deeper understanding of diplomatic
relationships. The course is
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Europeans' everyday lives? How has migration uprooted social realities across Europe?





will engage in story gathering, telling, and analysis, through their PULSE placements and class
discussion, producing a collection of original writings. A four-hour per week (plus travel time)
service commitment is a requirement for this course.

PHIL4403 Does God Exist?
(M W 04:30 PM - 05:45 PM)
This course aims to be a serious examination, for capable undergraduates, of arguments for and
against the existence of God.

PHIL4483 Revolution and Social Change
(T Th 10:30 AM



This course examines the principle sources of the behavior of countries in international politics,
including the nature of the international system and the decision-making process within states. It
examines such issues as the sources of power, the causes and implications of the security
dilemma, the dynamics of alliances, the causes of war, international political economy, and the
dilemmas of world order. This course is strongly recommended for students who plan to take
upper level international politics courses.

POLI1273 Americans, Ugly & Beautiful
(M 06:00 PM - 08:30 PM)
This course is major restricted and class restricted to juniors and seniors; graduate students are
welcomed. This course is not about "hard power,"meaning coercive military or economic action.
Instead, it is about "soft power," meaning attraction, persuasion, the power of example. Despite
today's decline, America's image and influence still permeate the world, conveyed through every
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will not only consider the impact of economic reforms such as market and trade liberalization on
welfare regimes, but also look at the evolution of the structure of taxation and its impact on
social policies. The course will discuss some of the challenges faced by emerging economies in
the implementation of welfare policies in the absence of large-scale redistribution.

POLI2623 Political Philosophy and the Catholic Tradition
(T Th 01:30 PM -



of social group members, especially when they are members of low-status and/or minority
groups. Rather than relying on anecdotal evidence, we will examine theories of stereotyping,
prejudice, and discrimination through empirical research findings.

PSYC4440 Psychology of Colorism and Anti-Black Racism
(T ​​04:30 PM - 06:50 PM)
This course will examine how individual, institutional, and structural level factors reproduce and
reinforce white supremacy. Specifically, we will investigate anti-Black racism and colorism as it
functions as a facet of white supremacy in three major areas: (1) the historical and social context
of anti-Black racism and colorism, (2) how this context and systemic factors (such as
predominant cultural narratives, privilege disparities) inform individual level biases and
psychological processes, and (3) in turn, how these factors impact individuals across the African
Diaspora. We will discuss anti-racist strategies to achieve equity and justice across the Diaspora.
Prerequisite: Recommended for students





being attentive to the operation of race, class, and gender as features of contemporary social
relations/institutions; discuss contemporary intellectual and practical efforts challenging existing
conceptual and political structures relating to crime and social justice; and imagine/articulate
institutions paralleling the vision of social justice developed throughout the course.

SOCY3342 Faith and Conflict: Religion and Social Change in Latin American Societies
(Th 01:30 PM - 03:50 PM)
This seminar explores the interaction between social changes and religion in Latin America. We
study national cases, where we explore the political and religious changes in Latin America
during the 1960s and 1970s. Then, we investigate the interactions of religiosity with some social
transformations (environmental and gender-related movements, marginality, and migration).
During the semester, the students will work on a paper about religion and migration among
Latino immigrants to the U.S. After the course, students will be able to explain the origins,
context, and consequences of religious transformation in Latin America, to develop their critical



course will explore post-conciliar, theological trajectories in three to four of the following fields:
1) comparative theology, 2) systematic/constructive theologies, 3) liturgy and sacraments, 4)
theological ethics, 5) Biblical studies. This course is restricted to theology majors and minors.

THEO2160/PHIL1160 The Challenge of Justice (FPJ Minor Requirement!)
(T Th 01:30 PM - 02:45 PM; T Th 03:00 PM - 04:15 PM)
This course introduces the student to the principal understandings of justice that have developed
in the Western philosophical and theological traditions. Care is taken to relate the theories to
concrete, practical and political problems, and to develop good reasons for choosing one way of
justice rather than another. The relationship of justice to the complementary notion of peace will
also be examined. Special attention is paid to the contribution of Catholic theology in the
contemporary public conversation about justice and peace. Problems discussed may include
human rights, hunger and poverty, and ecological justice.

THEO2327 Perspectives on War, Aggression, and Conflict Resolution I
(T Th 04:30 PM - 05:45 PM)
This course develops an interdisciplinary approach to the study of war and conflict and
investigates alternatives to their resolution in contemporary global society. The course is



religious diversity is a necessary component of training for global citizenship in the
contemporary world, the course offers multiple perspectives on interreligious encounters in a
variety of fields that can serve as opportunities for collective engagement toward common goals
and purposes, as well as a source of conflict and violence when managed poorly, particularly in
the context of other political and socio-economic concerns. The course provides theoretical
background in framing interreligious engagement within the field of interreligious studies,
followed by identification of best practices and community-based initiatives rooted in case
studies recorded in print literature, the media, and films, and concludes with students formulating
their own case studies. Topics addressed include: strategies for crafting and facilitating
interreligious meeting spaces, including in education, medicine, the business world, and the
public square; the role of religious identities, gender dynamics, race and racism in interreligious
environments; interreligious encounters in culture and the fine arts; developments in
interreligious dialogue; interreligious cooperation in addressing environmental and social justice
concerns; and engagement of religions as tools for conflict resolution.

THEO3202 Immigration and Ethics
(W 10:00 AM - 12:25 PM)
This course entails an interdisciplinary examination of contemporary immigration with a primary
focus on the U.S. context. Texts from social scientific, legal, and policy perspectives frame the
phenomenon of contemporary migration. Theological and philosophical texts, along with PULSE
placement experiences, illuminate ethical assessments of immigration practices. Special attention
will be given to Christian anthropology and ethics as resources for analysis as well as the role of
gender in matters of migration and citizenship.
Prerequisite: Theology CORE.

THEO4433 Theology, Service, and Solidarity
(T Th 03:00 PM - 04:15 PM)
This course intends to provide advanced students an opportunity for in-depth study of the
theology, spirituality, and ethics of Christian service. Significant prior service experience is
necessary. Major themes include compassion, social concern, hospitality and companionship,
advocacy, the virtue of humility, accompaniment and solidarity, justice and charity. Attention is
given to Scripture, Thomas Aquinas, Ignatius of Loyola, and various contemporary authors.

UNAS – University Courses

UNAS4942 Faith, Peace, and Justice Senior Project Seminar (FPJ Senior Requirement!)
(M 03:00 PM - 05:20 PM)
Open only to senior students in the FPJ Program.
This course provides the finishing touch for students in the program for the Study of Faith,
Peace, and Justice. Students enrolled in the seminar work closely with a faculty project advisor
from the department of their major and present the preliminary results of their project study in



the seminar. Students and faculty responses to the presentation will help shape the presenter's
project into a finished form. The seminar provides a unique opportunity for the individual
student to integrate several years of study in the Program while at the same time learning about
an interesting range of issues from fellow students.
Prerequisite: Completion of FPJ requirements.


