
Outcomes for the Boston College First-Year Writing Seminar
By the end of First-Year Writing students should be able to do the following:
Rhetorical Knowledge
● Focus on a purpose in their writing
● Respond to the needs of different audiences
● Respond appropriately to different kinds of rhetorical situations, including but not

limited to academic rhetorical situations
● Write in several genres

Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing
● Use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating
● Understand a writing assignment as a series of tasks, including finding, evaluating,

analyzing, and synthesizing appropriate primary and secondary sources
● Integrate their own ideas with those of others

Processes
● Be aware that it usually takes multiple drafts to create and complete a successful
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● Understand writing as an open process that permits writers to use later invention
and re-thinking to revise their work
● Understand the collaborativ o us t ati
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Control such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Composing in Electronic Environments
● Use electronic environments for drafting, reviewing, revising, editing, and sharing

texts
● Locate, evaluate, organize, and use research material collected from electronic

sources, including scholarly library databases; other official databases (e.g., federal
government databases); and informal electronic networks and internet sources
● Understand and exploit the differences in the rhetorical strategies and in the

affordances available for both print and electronic composing processes and texts
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a variety of genres, discuss their works-in-progress in class, and
receive individualized feedback from their instructors. Classroom activities center
around the ways writing and revising help�ဃ
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