
It is widely recognized that to close the achievement 
gap, schools must address the out-of-school barriers 
that impact academic success, especially those related to 
poverty.  Recent research, newly updated here, shows that 
addressing these factors in a systemic way in elementary 
schools leads to bene�ts much later in reducing school 
drop-out.

Childhood poverty is manifested in food insecurity, 
housing instability, contagions in the environment, 
inadequate medical care and insurance, lack of access to 
enriching activities, and stress on families, among many 
other conditions. These manifestations of poverty, each 
one important, interact and exacerbate one another. They 
demand a �exible and customized approach to supporting 
the students who face them.
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With respect to high school drop-out in particular, 
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enough to have completed high school, no withdrawal information appears in the record. These students are 
also included in the non-drop-out group.


