
 
Pre-proposal & Request for Approval of Ed.D. Dissertation Committee:  
(PSAP/MESPA Program) 

Overview 
The doctoral dissertation is a culminating experience for all Ed.D. students through which a student is 
expected to complete quality research that contributes to the theoretical/research knowledge base of the 
candidate’s field of study. The formal dissertation proposal at the Lynch School of Education begins with 
the development of a Pre-proposal (formerly known as the “Intent to Propose”) and the completion of the 
Request for Approval of Ed.D. Dissertation Committee forms. The Pre-proposal and Request for Approval 
processes are designed as vehicles for the identification of a dissertation committee (a chair and 2-3 
readers) and for the articulation and clarification of the research question and the research methodology. 
Please review the following description of these requirements and the Lynch School Policy governing the 
Dissertation Committee, and then complete the Pre-proposal and the Request for Approval form and 
return them to your proposed Dissertation Chair for approval, after a review by your mentor. Once you 
have responded to any suggestions from your proposed Dissertation Chair, send your materials to the 
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, who will then forward them to the Department Chair for review and 
final approval. Once approved, a formal invitation will be sent to the proposed members of your 
Dissertation Committee. Upon their acceptance of the invitation to serve on your committee they will be 
formally appointed and you can proceed to the next stage of the dissertation process, the development of 
your Dissertation Proposal. See the Doctoral Programs Policies and Procedures for additional details of 
next steps. 

Pre-proposal   
The Pre-proposal should be typed and 





 
Request for Approval of Ed.D. Dissertation Committee  
(PSAP/MESPA Program) 


	Do your proposed readers have a copy of this form and a draft copy of your Preproposal: Off


