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EDUCATION 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Ph.D., Government (GSAS), 2007 
• Dissertation titled “Settler Empire and the Promise of American Freedom” 
• Charles Sumner Prize, 2008: For the best dissertation from the legal, political, historical, 

economic, social, or ethnic approach dealing with the establishment of universal peace 
• A.M. in Government, 2002 
• Harvard Graduate Prize Fellowship 2000-2007 
• Charles Warren Center Research Grant for Studies in American History 2005, 2006 
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YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT, Spring 2019  
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• THE TWO FACES OF AMERICAN FREEDOM (Harvard University Press, 2010)  
(paperback, 2014) (Mandarin Chinese translation, 2020)  
(Book reinterpreting American constitutional development through a close examination of 
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• University of Wisconsin Law School, Faculty Workshop, April 2022 
• Columbia University, Political Theory Workshop, March 2022 
• UCLA School of Law, Critical Law and Security Studies Workshop, March 2022 
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2017 
• University of Virginia, Conference on Political Thinking at the Margins, April 2017 
• Cornell University, Symposium on the Prospects for Democracy in the Age of Trump, March 

2017 
• 
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• Cornell University, History of Capitalism Initiative, Panelist on Piketty’s Capital in the 
Twenty-First Century, May 2014 

• Syracuse University, Institute for National Security and Counterterrorism, Becker Speaker 
Series, April 2014 

• SUNY Buffalo Law School and the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Distinguished 
Speaker Series, April 2014 

• U.C. Irvine School of Law, 3rd Annual ‘Law as . . .’ Symposium on History as Interface for the 
Interdisciplinary Study of Law, March 2014 

• S.J. Quinney College of Law, University of Utah, Faculty Workshop, February 2014 
• University of Texas School of Law, Colloquium on Comparing European and North American 

Approaches to Human Rights, February 2014 
• Yale Law School Middle East Legal Studies Seminar, New Haven, Connecticut, January 2014 
• Duke University School of Law, Book Manuscript Conference for Jedediah Purdy’s After 

Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene, November 2013 
• American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Panelist on Settler Colonialism, Military 

Occupation, and State Formation, Washington, D.C., November 2013 
• American Society of Legal History Annual Meeting, Panelist on The History of Immigration 

Law as Nation-Building, Miami, Florida, November 2013 
• Yale Law School/Yale Institute for Social and Policy Studies, Conference on the Progressives’ 

Century: A Retrospective on Democratic Reform and Constitutional Government in the United 
States, November 2013 

• University of Pennsylvania, Political Theory Workshop, September 2013 
• American Constitution Society National Convention, Constitutional Law “Schmooze” on 

Constitutional Interpretation, June 2013 
• Cornell University, Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies, Roundtable on America and 

the World, June 2013 
• University of Chicago, Center for Contemporary Theory, Conference on the Arab Uprisings: 

Politics and Ethics in the Present, May 2013 
• Columbia Law School, Legal Theory Workshop, April 2013 
• Cornell Law School, Law and Humanities Colloquium, April 2013 
• Washington University Law School, Law, Identity, and Culture Workshop, March 2013 
• Yale Law School Middle East Legal Studies Seminar, Rabat, Morocco, January 2013 
• Cornell Law School, Constitution Day Symposium, September 2012 
• Pacific Bra�唀
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Faith and Jack Balkin’s Constitutional Redemption, October 2011 
• 16th Annual LatCrit Conference, Panelist on Signature Plenary (Race, Resistance, and Solidarity 

in the International Order), San Diego, California, October 2011 
• American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Panelist on Law and Lawlessness: The 



 
 

10 
 
 
 

 

D.C., November 15, 2010 (with Stephen Yale-Loehr) 
 

PUBLIC WRITING AND INTERVIEWS (SELECTED) 

• “Our Segregation Problem,” DISSENT MAGAZINE, Fall 2022 
• Interview with Democracy Now, “Aziz Rana and Darryl Li on Building a New Foreign Policy,” 

July 7, 2022 
• Interview with 1A from NPR, “Is It Time for a 28th Constitutional Amendment?,” July 5, 2022  
• “Left internationalism in the Heart of Empire” and “Aziz Rana Replies,” DISSENT MAGAZINE, 

Summer 2022 (lead essay in magazine on the state of left foreign policy along with reply to 
solicited responses) 

• Interview with the Dig (Podcast of JACOBIN MAGAZINE), “Interregnum with Aziz Rana, Nikhil 
Pal Singh, and Wendy Brown,” January 6, 2022 

• “The Long History of Anti-‘CRT’ Politics,” THE LAW AND POLITICAL ECONOMY PROJECT, 
November 30, 2021 

• “Why Americans Worship the Constitution” and “The Merits—and Risks—of Constitutional 
Politics,” PUBLIC SEMINAR, October 11, 2021 (two essays in online symposium on forthcoming 
book, R
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• “Renewing Working Class Internationalism,” NEW LABOR FORUM, Winter 2019 
• “The U.S. Debt to Syria,” BOSTON REVIEW Online (with Aslı Bâli), August 15, 2018 
• “Remember Syria?,” BOSTON REVIEW Online (with Aslı Bâli), July 18, 2018 
• Interview with the Majority Report Radio, “The Left’s Missing Foreign Policy,” May 7, 2018 
• Interview with the Dig (Podcast of JACOBIN MAGAZINE), “Aziz Rana: Reviving Resistance to 

Empire,” April 7, 2018 (on the essay “The Left’s Missing Foreign Policy”) 
• “The Left’s Missing Foreign Policy,” N+1 MAGAZINE Online, March 28, 2018 
• Interview with the Dig (Podcast of JACOBIN MAGAZINE), “Aziz Rana on the Cold War’s Late 

Demise,” February 14, 2018 
• Interview with the Majority Report Radio, “Goodbye, Cold War,” February 12, 2018 
• “Goodbye, Cold War,” N+1 MAGAZINE, Winter 2018 
• “Against National Security Citizenship,” BOSTON REVIEW Forum on Fifty Years Since MLK, 

Winter 2018 
• Interview with the Dig (Podcast of JACOBIN MAGAZINE), “Universalizing American Liberty 

with Aziz Rana,” October 31, 2017 
• “America’s Imperial Unraveling,” BOSTON REVIEW Online (with Aslı Bâli), October 16, 2017 
• “Against Second-Rate Democracy in Kenya,” BOSTON REVIEW Online, October 12, 2017 
• “Kenya’s New Electoral Authoritarianism, BOSTON REVIEW Online, August 17, 2017 
• Interview with Radio Open Source, “Going Nativist,” February 9, 2017 
• “Decolonizing Obama,” N+1 MAGAZINE, Winter 2017 
• Interview with BR: A Political and Literary Podcast, “Under Western Eyes,” December 15, 

2016 (on Islamophobia and the security state during and after Trump) 
• “Meritocracy in Obama’s Gilded Age,” CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION, September 25, 

2016 
• “Race and the American Creed,” N+1 MAGAZINE, Winter 2016 
• Interview with Radio Open Source, “The New Nativism,” December 3, 2015 
• “What the U.S. Owes Syria,” HUFFINGTON POST (with Aslı Bâli), November 13, 2015 
• “Universalizing Settler Liberty: An Interview with Aziz Rana,” JACOBIN MAGAZINE �zens⒀,�嘀̀
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UNIVERSITY SERVICE AND ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Cornell University: 
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Ph.D. External Reviewer: 
Gwendoline Alphonso (Government Department), Nolan Bennett (Government Department), Simon 
Gilhooley (Government Department), Onur Ulas Ince (Government Department), Kyong-Min Son 
(Government Department) 
 
Additional Professional Activities: 
 

• Member, New York State Bar 
• Editorial Board, Corpus Juris: The Humanities in Law and Politics, Cornell University Press 
• Member, Organizing Committee, Yale Middle East Legal Studies Seminar, 2010-2020 
• Member, Program Committee, 2016 Law and Society Association Annual Meeting 
• Reviewer for book and article manuscripts: Cambridge University Press, Harvard University 

Press, Oxford University Press, Yale University Press, American Political Science Review, 
Political Theory, Polity (Journal of the Northeastern Political Science Association), Journal of 
Empirical Legal Studies, 


