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Good morning.  I would like to thank the Alumni Association, and in particular, Jean Chisser for 

the invitation to deliver this year’s keynote address for the 8th annual Boston College Veteran’s 

Alumni Reception.  Jean approached me over a year ago, recognizing that it was my 25th reunion 

year, to deliver this address.  At first I thought she was mistaken as there didn’t seem there was 

any way that I could possibly have graduated from BC 25 years ago.  She was, in fact, 

correct…so, hence here I am.  Thank you, Jean!   

 

I’d also like to recognize quickly a few people with whom I’ve had the privilege to meet and get 

to know in the BC veteran community.  George Harrington (Class of 1980) and Dan Arkins 

(Class of 1981), Co-Chairs of the BC Veteran’s Alumni Network.  Their passion for and 

commitment to the BC veteran community, including our current student veterans, is so evident 

and apparent from their investment of time and energy in developing the network and 

relationships among fellow veterans. When I was interviewing for the EVP role, one common 

theme I heard was how important “relationships” were at BC.  I’ve come to learn how true this is 

and just how appreciative I am for people like Jean, George, and Dan who’ve sought to bring me 

deeper into relationships with fellow BC alums and veterans.  
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Although I did find myself wavering on my decision as I completed my senior year of high 

school, I stuck with it and arrived at Ft. Dix in July of 1986.  To this day, it is one of the 

decisions of which I’m most proud and the one which I believe gave me the self-confidence and 

an enduring self-reliance on my ability to make important decisions.  My military experience, 

however, gave me so much more: 

 

 Grit 

 Perseverance 
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world that is different from the one I encountered in 1986 when I struck out on my own.  A 

world that appears much more polarized, much more intolerant, and much more impatient.  It’s a 

world that, quite honestly, needs more people who are willing to help, serve and engage others 

and who are willing to shoulder the burden of making society more loving and more just.  The 

world needs America to continue to be a beacon of hope and for its institutions, like Boston 

College and the US Military, to educate and form ethical leaders who are willing to shoulder 

these burdens in service to something much larger than themselves.   

 

With the launch of its new strategic plan in 2017, Ever to Excel: Advancing Boston College’s 

Mission, the University is doubling down on its commitment to liberal arts education and efforts 

to improve the student formational experience.  From expansion of the core renewal program, to 

the exploration of new programs that seek to integrate student’s intellectual, spiritual, and social 

experiences, to the significant investment in integrated science, to the leveraging of strengths in 


